
Transportation Authority of Marin
Citizens’ Oversight Committee

Sales Tax Overview

M a r c h  1 8 ,  2 0 1 9  



Company Background

• MuniServices Founded 1978

• Govt. Revenue Expertise

• Comprehensive Approach

• Avenu – Insights & Analytics 
Formed 2018

• Over 220 CA clients; 800+ 
Nationwide



Our Revenue Services
• Sales and Use Tax 
• District/Transactions & Use Tax
• Property Tax
• Business License Discovery & Audit
• Business License Administration
• Transient Occupancy Tax & STR
• Utility User Tax
• Franchise Fees 
• Economic Development



Sales Tax Background
• CA State ‘Base’ Sales Tax Rate is 

7.25% with 6% to state and 1.25% to 
local agencies.

• TAM Transactions & Use Tax          
“District Tax” or “Add-On” Tax – .5% 

• Presentation Overview
1. District Tax Background
2. TAM Tax Performance
3. Future Trends



District Tax Background
• Over 300 district taxes levied 

throughout California

• TAM .5% cent district tax 
generates $25M to $30M 
annually ($28M currently)

• TAM District Tax recently 
renewed through  2049. 

• Other Marin County District 
Taxes include:                
Countywide: Parks .25%, SMART .25% 
Others: San Rafael .75%, Novato .25% 
Fairfax & Larkspur 1.25%, others .5%



District Tax is Destination Based



‘Top 25’ Results
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• AMAZON.COM
• APPLE STORES
• ARCO AM/PM MINI MARKETS
• BEST BUY STORES
• BMW OF SAN RAFAEL
• CHEVRON SERVICE STATIONS
• COSTCO WHOLESALE
• CVS/PHARMACY
• DEPT OF MOTOR VEHICLES ALLOCATION
• FRANCHISE TAX BOARD ALLOCATION
• GOLDEN STATE LUMBER
• HOME DEPOT
• MACY’S DEPARTMENT STORE

• MERCEDES-BENZ OF MARIN
• NORDSTROM RACK
• SAFEWAY SERVICE STATIONS
• SAFEWAY STORES
• SHELL SERVICE STATIONS
• SONNEN PORSCHE/VW/AUDI
• TARGET STORES
• TESLA
• TOYOTA OF MARIN
• UNION 76 SERVICE STATIONS
• WHOLE FOODS MARKET
• WILLIAMS SONOMA

Top 25 Sales Tax Producers (~ 25% of total)



Five Main Sales Tax Categories

1. General Retail - Department stores, boutiques, 
discount stores, furniture, appliance, drug stores, 
recreation, etc.

2. Food Products - Markets, restaurants, breweries
3. Transportation - Auto sales, gas stations, auto 

parts
4. Construction - Wholesale suppliers and retail 

outlets
5. Business to Business - All industrial/office 

activity plus vehicle leasing.
•---------------------------------------------------------------------
•Miscellaneous – Health and Government, Other



Top 25 by Sales Tax Category & Segment
Transportation - 10

• 5 Service Stations, 5 Auto Sales – New 

General Retail – 9
• 3 Dept. Store, 2 Misc. Retail, 2 Furniture/Appliance, 

1 Apparel, 1 Drug Store, 

Food Products - 2
• 5 Restaurants, 2 Food Market, 1 Liquor Store

Construction - 2
• 2 Bldg Materials, 1 Light Industry, 1 Office Equip.

Health & Government - 2
• DMV, Franchise Tax Board



TAM District Tax 
Recent Performance
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TAM .5% District Tax Performance 



TAM ‘District Tax’ Sales Tax Performance 



TAM ‘District Tax’ Sales Tax Performance 



TAM ‘District Tax’ Sales Tax Performance 



Sales Tax Future?
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Sales Tax Future - Recent Trends Will Continue

• Sharing Economy – Goods are becoming services. 
Are autos next? A car becomes a mobility service.

• Millennials Impact – Preference for less goods & 
more experiences

• Convenience – Overtakes cost as the primary 
consumer driver

• Technology – Digital complementary to physical

• Voice – How will this transform retail?



Sales Tax Future – Reform on the Horizon?

• CA State Auditor Report - 2017

• Review Sales Tax Exemptions

• Explore Taxing Digital Goods and 
Services

• End ‘Pooling’ of Internet Sales & 
Third Party Vehicle Sales

• Opportunity to Broaden the Base 
and Potentially Lower Rate

• CA 20 (Glazer) Legislative 
Discussion Started Last Year
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Thank  you…Questions?



TAM .5% Bradley Burns Sales Tax Forecast



TAM .5% Bradley Burns Sales Tax Forecast
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