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Project Location & Daily Traffic Volumes

Roughly 160,000 Veh per 
Day in both Directions 
(ADT) on Hwy 101

Roughly 70,000 Veh per 
Day in both Directions 
(ADT) on Hwy 580

Roughly 11,000 Veh per 
Day take the Bellam Blvd 
Exit off the Hwy 101

Roughly 21,000 Veh per 
Day go Eastbound and 
19,000 go Westbound on 
Sir Francis Drake



Peak Hour Traffic Volumes

Roughly 1,500 Veh per Hour 
enter from SFD onto Hwy 
580

Roughly 4,000 Veh per Hour 
travel E-B on Hwy 580 at the San 
Rafael – Richmond bridge

Roughly 2,100 Veh per Hour 
travels E-B on Hwy 580  
before the SFD on-ramp

** Hourly Capacity of one lane = 1,900 vehicles at LOS ‘E’



The Opportunity: A Freeway to Freeway Direct 
Connector
• The Northbound 101 – Eastbound 580 direct connector concept has 

existed for some time.
• Likely to be located in the City of San Rafael, the City has developed 

general guiding principles:

• Does not interfere with funding of the permanent Transit Center in 
downtown San Rafael.

• Minimized visual impact.
• Minimized impact to city streets and infrastructure.
• Minimized impact to commercial businesses that are part of the tax base 

for the city. 

• Preliminary Concept study was just completed evaluating multiple 
concepts with 3 viable alternatives.

• Approve by TAM Board, In-depth Caltrans-level Project Study 
Report study is planned for later this year.



Freeway to Freeway Direct Connector Concepts

“Concept 1” - Hillside

“Concept 3” – 45 MPH 
Curve

“Concept 2” – Low 
Speed Curve

** All concepts would include a Third Lane 
on E-B 580 towards the San Rafael-
Richmond Bridge

** Rough estimates range from $135 Mil 
to $255 Mil



Concept 1 – Hillside ; No more than 60 Feet tall.



Concept 2 – Low Speed Design Curve ; No more than 32 Feet 
tall.



Concept 3 – 45 MPH Design Curve ; No more than 38 Feet 
tall.



• Preliminary direct connector concepts are launching points for 
RM3 discussion.

• TAM approved funds to start more detailed planning- starting 
now, to be continued over the next year 

• More discussion to come.
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