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Your SMART Team  
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 Gary Phillips, Chair, SMART Board of Directors     Congressman Huffman 

           

 

Judy Arnold, Chair, Transportation Authority of Marin 
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Barbara Pahre, President, Golden Gate Bridge 

 

                    
Catherine Way, Mayor, City of Larkspur    Jake Mackenzie, MTC Commissioner 
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Larkspur Station Opening Day 
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Congressman Huffman participated in the Band 

 
 

 
Holiday Express Train at Larkspur Station
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Larkspur Station Opening Day 
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Novato Downtown 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  

December 14, 2019  
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Congressman Huffman, City of Novato Mayor Athas, and Supervisor Arnold 

 

 

First Train stopping in Downtown Novato 



 

            P a g e | 14 of 29 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

SMART hosted the Larkspur Station Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Friday, December 13, 2019, to 
celebrate the commencement of passenger service to Larkspur that is coordinated with the ferry to 
provide an economical, climate-friendly and stress-free way to travel between the North Bay and San 
Francisco.  The new Larkspur station will be a gateway to the Bay for commuters and visitors alike. 
Over 400 people attended the event, held at the new Larkspur station at 600 Larkspur Landing Circle. 
The event included light refreshments during the welcoming followed by speeches from SMART 
Board members and honorary elected officials. The ceremony included unveiling the Larkspur Station 
monument sign and was followed by a grand celebration at the Marin Country Mart, featuring live 
music, food and festivities. 
 
The weekend of festivities continued with the fourth annual SMART Holiday Express Toy Drive on 
Saturday, December 14. Hundreds of unwrapped toys and gift cards were donated to help make the 
holidays bright for children in need, through our community partnerships with local non-profits, 
including Toys for Tots of Sonoma County, COTS, North Marin Community Service, and Petaluma 
People Services Center. Passengers boarded the festively decorated train and enjoyed 
complimentary holiday treats and eggnog from our partners at Clover Sonoma, served by student 
volunteers from Montgomery High School in Santa Rosa.   
 
The Holiday Express train arrived at the Novato Downtown Ribbon Cutting, hosted by the City of 
Novato, and was met with great excitement, marking the official start of passenger service to the 
new Novato Downtown and Larkspur stations.  
The Community Outreach and Marketing team has been coordinating the launch of the new full-
service schedule for January 1, 2020, featuring expanded service and connections to regional transit. 
The schedule roll-out includes a redesigned brochure and pocket schedule, new station signage, 
website updates, and a large-scale marketing and education campaign. To view the new schedule, 
visit: http://SonomaMarinTrain.org/node/346.  
  

http://sonomamarintrain.org/node/346
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Media | News Coverage 

Á November 21, Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) Announces New Train Schedule 

Effective on January 1, 2020 (Sonoma County Gazette) 

Á December 3, {ǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅƳŀƴ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 

(Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 4, SMART announces start date for train service to Larkspur, downtown Novato 

(Santa Rosa Press Democrat) 

Á December 4, SMART Train to open stations in Larkspur, Novato (Pacific Sun) 

Á December 5, SMART train to open Larkspur Station near ferry terminal next week (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

Á December 5, SMART announces start date for trains to Larkspur, $12 deal to San Francisco 

(The Argus Courier) 

Á December 5, aŀǊƛƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǇǊŜǇ ŦƻǊ ΨǿƻǊǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ {a!w¢ 

Larkspur opening (Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 6, Marin County, Calif., Responders Preparing for Rail Transit Disaster (Gov Tech) 

Á December 7, Editorial: Carpool lanes key for Novato Narrows freeway commuters (Marin 

Independent Journal) 

Á December 8, Ribbon Cutting Scheduled At Two Smart Train Stations Next Week (SF Gate) 

Á December 8, Ribbon cutting scheduled at two SMART train stations next week (KTVU) 

Á December 9, Marin submits transportation wish list for mega tax measure (Marin 

Independent Journal) 

Á December 9, SMART to soon launch service to Larkspur, Novato stations (Progressive 

Railroading) 

Á December 9, SMART train's soon-to-open station links North Bay commuters to San 

Francisco (San Francisco Business Times) 

Á December 9, Editorial: SMART train part of problem and the solution in San Rafael traffic 

mess (Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 9, Marin County businesses hope for higher sales from new SMART train service 

to Larkspur ferry terminal (North Bay Business Journal) 

Á December 10, Dick Spotswood: SMART train management pushing to live up to its promises 

(Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 12, SMART launches passenger train service at new $55 million Larkspur station 

(Santa Rosa Press Democrat) 
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Á December 12, SMART withholds daily and weekly ridership records as train seats go unfilled 

(Santa Rosa Press Democrat) 

Á December 13, SMART marks opening of new $55 million Larkspur station, with service 

starting this weekend (Santa Rosa Press Democrat) 

Á December 13, SMART Train Larkspur expansion opens, now goes to the Golden Gate Ferry 

(KTVU) 

Á December 13, ΨbŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩΥ {a!w¢ ƻǇŜƴǎ [ŀǊƪǎǇǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŀƴŦŀǊŜ (Marin 

Independent Journal) 

Á December 13, Weekend Brings Football, Seasonal Celebrations, SMART Train Developments 

(KCBS Radio) 

Á December 13, SMART Celebrates Larkspur Extension (Streets Blog SF) 

Á December 14, Sonoma-Marin train line debuts Larkspur Station and easier trips to and from 

city (San Francisco Chronicle) 

Á December 14, Editorial: Are voters finally weary of road taxes and tolls? (Marin Independent 

Journal) 

Á December 14, 5ƛŎƪ {ǇƻǘǎǿƻƻŘΥ {a!w¢ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ 

(Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 16, Service Starts At New Larkspur, Novato SMART Stations: PHOTOS (Novato 

Patch) 

Á December 19, Man struck, killed by SMART train in Novato (Marin Independent Journal) 

Á December 19, Pedestrian struck by SMART train in Novato, condition unknown (San 

Francisco Chronicle) 

Á December 20, Man, 71, killed by SMART train in Novato (Santa Rosa Press Democrat) 

 

 
 

  



 

            P a g e | 17 of 29 

CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 
 
Á Passenger service began on December 13, 2019. 
 
Á Passenger service to the Novato Downtown Station began on December 14, 2019 with limited 

weekend service. 
 
Á The grade crossing improvements at Main Street in Penngrove was completed on December 7, 

2019. 
 
 

Larkspur Station Opening Day ς Ribbon Cutting! 
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WINDSOR EXTENSION PROJECT 
 
 
Á Design work is underway. 

Á Coordination with Windsor and Sonoma County is on-going. 

Á Environmental permitting is underway. 

 

Windsor Extension ς Windsor Creek Bridge 
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PAYRAN TO SOUTHPOINT MULTI-USE PATHWAY - PETALUMA  
 
The Pathway project near completion. 

 

Payran Pathway - Fencing installed along the Pathway  


