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Funding Commitments for the Marin 101-580 Direct Connector Project 
Regional Measure 3 (RM3) 
Regional Measure 3 is a voter-approved ballot measure to increase Bay Area bridge tolls to fund 
transportation improvements throughout the nine-county region. The measure was developed and 
approved by the State Legislature and signed by the Governor in 2017 and approved by voters in June 
2018. The toll increases were challenged in court before they could go into effect in 2019. If the toll 
increase clears judicial review, RM3 would “fund eastbound and westbound improvements in the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge corridor, including: 

• A direct connector from northbound U.S. Highway 101 in Marin County to the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge ($135 million) 

• Westbound bridge access improvements in Contra Costa County east of the toll plaza, including 
upgrades to the Richmond Parkway interchange ($75 million)” (See Regional Measure 3 Bay 
Area Traffic Relief Plan.)  

The approved legislation describes the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge corridor improvements as follows: 

(25)  Richmond-San Rafael Bridge Access Improvements. Fund eastbound and westbound 
improvements in the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge corridor, including a direct connector from 
northbound Highway 101 to eastbound Interstate 580, westbound access and operational 
improvements in the vicinity of the toll plaza east of the bridge in Contra Costa County, and 
Richmond Parkway interchange improvements. Of the amount allocated to this project, one 
hundred thirty-five million dollars ($135,000,000) shall be dedicated to the direct connector from 
northbound Highway 101 to eastbound Interstate 580 in Marin County and seventy-five million 
dollars ($75,000,000) shall be dedicated to the projects in Contra Costa County. The project 
sponsors are the Bay Area Toll Authority, the Contra Costa Transportation Authority, and the 
Transportation Authority of Marin. Two hundred ten million dollars ($210,000,000). (See Senate 
Bill 595.) 

2018 Marin County Transportation Sales Tax Renewal (Measure AA) 
As shown in the following pages, the Measure AA Expenditure Plan describes local funding for the Marin 
101-580 Direct Connector Project: 

Provide local matching funds to accelerate the completion of the Highway 101/I-580 Direct 
Connector, including the development of local enhancements to reduce impacts and enhance 
the facility for all users. $16.5 million.  

The full 2018 Measure AA Expenditure Plan can be found here. 

Direct Connector 
A direct connector in transportation planning is defined as the following: 

Connector: a ramp, often elevated, that connects two highways. These are commonly just referred to as 
a "ramp" or, if elevated, a "flyover." 

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/RM_3_Ballot_Description_041218_Corrected.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/RM_3_Ballot_Description_041218_Corrected.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/Chaptered_Bill_Version_SB_595.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/Chaptered_Bill_Version_SB_595.pdf
https://2b0kd44aw6tb3js4ja3jprp6-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/TAM_2018FinalExpenditurePlan_062918.pdf


What’s new in  
this plan:
•	 Provides local matching 

funds to accelerate 
completion of the Marin 
Sonoma Narrows and 
Highway 101/I-580 
Direct Connector

•	 Provides funding to improve 
operations and enhance 
safety at interchanges 
and access routes to 
and from Highway 101 
throughout the county

•	 Dedicates funding for 
commute alternatives and 
trip reduction programs that 
reduce peak-hour congestion

CATEGORY 1 
REDUCE CONGESTION ON HIGHWAY 101 AND ADJACENT 

ROADWAYS BY LEVERAGING NON-LOCAL FUNDS TO 

ACCELERATE COMPLETION OF KEY MULTIMODAL 

PROJECTS.

Highway 101 is Marin’s “Main Street.” Over 90% of Marin 
residents live within five miles of Highway 101. Highway 101 in 
Marin County is one of the busiest traffic corridors in the Bay 
Area. Spillover traffic from this congested freeway impacts our 
cities, towns, and neighborhoods, whether or not we travel on the 
freeway.

This category will reduce congestion on Highway 101 and 
adjacent roadways by leveraging local funds to accelerate the 
completion of the Marin Sonoma Narrows and the Highway 
101/I-580 Direct Connector and improve local interchanges 
and freeway access routes. It will also help to fund commute 
alternatives and trip reduction strategies throughout the county 
that provide alternatives and incentives for commuters who 
choose not to commute via single occupancy vehicles during 
peak hours. 

Combined, these projects and programs will alleviate pinch-
points in the county’s overburdened freeway network, prevent 
spillover traffic into the county’s residential and commercial 
neighborhoods, and provide alternative options for county 
commuters. 

CATEGORY #1: REDUCE CONGESTION ON HIGHWAY 101 AND ADJACENT 
ROADWAYS BY LEVERAGING NON-LOCAL FUNDS TO ACCELERATE 
COMPLETION OF KEY MULTIMODAL PROJECTS.

% OF SALES TAX 
FUNDS

EST. 30-YEAR
REVENUE 

(MILLIONS)

7.0% $57.9

What can congestion relief funds be used for?

Provide local matching funds to accelerate the completion of the Marin 
Sonoma Narrows, to reduce impacts and enhance the facility for all users.

1.5% $12.4

Provide local matching funds to accelerate the completion of the Highway 
101/I-580 Direct Connector, including the development of local enhance-
ments to reduce impacts and enhance the facility for all users.

2.0% $16.5

Improve Highway 101 local interchanges and freeway access routes to 
reduce congestion, improve local traffic flow, and address flooding impacts 
throughout the county.

3.0% $24.8

Implement commute alternatives and trip reduction strategies to decrease 
single occupant vehicle (SOV) trips, increase shared mobility, and reduce 
peak hour congestion throughout the county.

0.5% $4.1

TOTAL 7.0% $57.9
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MARIN SONOMA NARROWS

These funds will be used by TAM to provide local 
matching funds to attract and leverage state, 
regional and federal funds to accelerate the 
completion of the Marin Sonoma Narrows, the 
“Narrows”. The Narrows is a section of Highway 
101 that reduces from four lanes to two lanes 
in the northbound direction, causing significant 
congestion north of Novato, and the southbound 
direction causing significant congestion through 
Petaluma. The 17-mile corridor has made 
substantial progress, building new interchanges 
to address safety – allowing local landowners 
to access new frontage roads before entering 
Highway 101 at new interchanges. The project 
also constructs multi-use pathways for bicyclists 
and pedestrians, allowing safe travel. The 
addition of the last few miles of high occupancy 
vehicle (HOV) carpool lanes and multi-use 
pathways will increase person-throughput 
providing a connection of workers to the job 
centers in Marin. The completion of the HOV 
lanes and pathways will promote greenhouse gas 
emission reduction through shared rides and 
walk/bike alternatives, and will support transit. 
The funds in the local sales tax measure will 
allow TAM to complete design of the final phases 
of the project and get it shelf-ready for state 
and regional toll funds, which are scheduled to 
provide construction funding. The completion of 
the Narrows in Marin is being coordinated with 
the completion of the Narrows in Sonoma County 
as well. 

HIGHWAY 101/ I-580 CONNECTOR

The entry to the Richmond San Rafael Bridge 
from Northbound Highway 101 and Sir Francis 
Drake in Marin is the only toll bridge entry in 
the entire Bay Area that requires users to travel 
through low speed, local road traffic signals, 
causing significant delays to Highway 101, to 
I-580 in Marin, and to local roads, especially 
those in San Rafael and Larkspur. With the 
opening of the new third lane eastbound on the 
Richmond San Rafael Bridge, it is critical that a 
new direct freeway-to-freeway connector be built 
that allows traffic from northbound Highway 101 
to access the bridge in an efficient manner. Most 
importantly, the critical East Sir Francis Drake 
corridor through Larkspur Landing can then be 
utilized primarily for access to the upcoming 
southernmost SMART station, and access to the 
Golden Gate Ferry, along with supporting local 
commercial, business, and residential access. 
Regional trips will be relocated to the direct 
freeway-to-freeway connector to the north. 

Proceeds from the renewed local sales tax will 
allow TAM to begin immediately the public 
outreach, the scoping, and the environmental 
studies necessary for building the connector. The 
funds will allow TAM to develop a project quickly 
that is shelf-ready for expected regional toll and 
state funds. These local funds, much as the 
Marin Sonoma Narrows, will attract millions of 
dollars in other funds, and are critical to “getting 
to the head of the line” to qualify for these state 
and regional funds. 
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