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Members of the Commiittee,

I want to write in support of the changes proposed in the updated legislative platform,
particularly the addition of Section IV - Achieving Vision Zero. In the five years that I have
served with the Marin County Bicycle Coalition, there have been at least 34 people killed in
traffic crashes on non-state-owned roads in Marin County and ten times that number seriously
injured. This includes 5 people killed while riding bicycles and 6 while walking. As stewards
of our transportation system, we owe it to the people of Marin to ensure that our roads and
streets are safe for everyone to use. No amount of serious injury or death should be the
acceptable price of doing business.

That said, I want to suggest a few small edits to the proposed platform.

Goal VLA
This should say that TAM supports efforts to enhance safety for bicyclists, as well as motorists
and pedestrians.

Strategy VI.1

I do not understand what it means to "support advanced technologies that make infrastructure
upgrades." While some additional technology is needed to improve safety (automated
pedestrian and bicycle detection braking, for one), most of the "technologies" that will
improve roadway safety are decidedly low-tech. These are concrete barriers, sidewalks,
bike/pedestrian overcrossings, and multiuse pathways. Perhaps this is language left over from
this section being focused on autonomous vehicles? Either way, this muddled sentence
obviously bears clarification.

Strategy VII.1

Supporting reauthorization of the IIJA is a good goal and I would recommend additional
specificity with respect to several of the grant programs, which are under threat by
congressional Republicans. These are the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A),
Reconnecting Communities Pilot (RCP), and the Active Transportation Infrastructure
Investment Program (ATIIP). While only the RCP has seen a successful grant awarded to
Marin (the San Rafael grant later rescinded by the DOT under the Trump administration), all
three are potentially crucial sources of funding given the county's substantial outstanding
needs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Warren J. Wells, AICP
Policy & Planning Director
Marin County Bicycle Coalition
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We're creating a healthy, connected, and sustainable Marin by promoting bicycling for everyday
transportation and recreation. Love to ride? Join MCBC today!


http://marinbike.org/
https://www.instagram.com/marinbike/
https://www.facebook.com/marinbike
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ0ENdFbCYCCaAi5h54LezQ/videos
https://www.strava.com/clubs/marinbike
https://bsky.app/profile/marinbike.org
https://connect.clickandpledge.com/w/Form/4a1a79f4-c1a2-4770-809d-2c9c39beb79d



